Visual discrimination and reversal learning in rough-necked monitor lizards (Varanus rudicollis).
Reptile learning has been studied with a variety of methods and has included numerous species. However, research on learning in lizards has generally focused on spatial memory and has been studied in only a few species. This study explored visual discrimination in two rough-necked monitors (Varanus rudicollis). Subjects were trained to discriminate between black and white stimuli. Both subjects learned an initial discrimination task as well as two reversals, with the second reversal requiring fewer sessions than the first. This reduction in trials required for reversal acquisition provides evidence for behavioral flexibility in the monitor lizard genus.